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The Hon. President Donald J. Trump 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
January 26, 2026 
 
Dear Mr. President, 
 
As you visit Iowa this week and other American cities in the coming weeks, Clean Fuels and its 
members would like to draw your attention to the potential of America’s biodiesel, renewable 
diesel, and SAF industry. Our industry has made substantial investments to meet America’s demand 
for energy security and rural economic prosperity. 
 
The biodiesel, renewable diesel, and SAF industry has built more than 6.5 billion gallons of fuel 
production capacity across the United States. In 2024, we produced more than 5 billion gallons of 
affordable fuel, generating $42.4 billion in economic activity. The industry supports 107,400 jobs 
and $5.8 billion in annual wages paid across the country. In Iowa alone, the industry contributes 
$3.5 billion to the economy and supports 12,000 jobs.  
 
To meet the demand from the U.S. biodiesel, renewable diesel, and SAF sector and reduce 
America’s dependence on overseas markets, the soybean industry invested more than $6 billion in 
new domestic processing capacity. U.S. soybean processors are expected to crush a record 2.5 
billion of those bushels this year, keeping more of the value of America’s tremendous agricultural 
productivity working in the U.S. economy. 
 
U.S biodiesel, renewable diesel and SAF production represents 10% of the value of every bushel of 
soybeans grown in the United States. In the most recent market year, Iowa produced more than 
595 million bushels of soybeans worth nearly $6 billion dollars. However, due to market uncertainty, 
Iowa’s biodiesel production has fallen by a third this year. Producers are already idle or planning to 
idle.1 
 
Our progress is threatened by delays in policy decisions that should have been made by the 
preceding administration. We anticipate that you will quickly finalize these policies and secure your 
promise as the most pro-biofuel president in history.  
 
Biodiesel, renewable diesel, and SAF production is essential to America’s farm and energy security. 
As Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins has consistently said, “The RVO gives the markets the 
incentive to invest in American products for American consumers and to export around the world. 

 
1 Kevin Ross, “Opinion: EPA and Treasury must act now as biodiesel industry bleeds.” Agri-Pulse, Jan. 16, 2026.  
 

https://www.agri-pulse.com/articles/24038-opinion-epa-and-treasury-must-act-now-as-biodiesel-industry-bleeds


 
 

America’s national security depends on our energy security, and biofuels are a crucial asset that 
brings more jobs and helps farmers in rural America.”2 
 
Last June, EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin proposed robust Renewable Fuel Standard volumes for 
2026 and 2027. This is the first proposal in the history of the RFS program that accurately 
represents the potential of biomass-based diesel. In September, Administrator Zeldin followed up 
with a proposed supplemental rule that would maintain the robust volumes by fully reallocating 
recent small refinery exemptions. We are grateful for his efforts to get the RFS program back on 
track. Finalizing the RVO proposal with robust volumes and reallocation will have a near-
immediate, positive impact on domestic production and demand for domestic feedstocks, 
improving the bottom line for America’s soybean and canola farmers.  
 
Just last week, your administration completed interagency review on proposed rules for the 45Z 
Clean Fuel Production Credit; we hope they will be publicized this week. This credit came into 
effect in January 2025 without sufficient guidance from the prior administration. Under the One 
Big Beautiful Bill Act in July last year, Congress made substantial improvements to the credit that 
also need to be finalized. Again, moving forward quickly to provide reliable guidance would add 
certainty to the market, driving new demand for fuels and feedstock, adding jobs and economic 
activity in rural America.  
 
America’s soybean and canola farmers, oilseed processors, livestock industry, and biodiesel, 
renewable diesel and SAF producers need these policies finalized as quickly as possible. 
Regulatory delays create intolerable market uncertainty, putting the biodiesel and soybean 
industry’s investments and planned growth at risk. Providing market certainties through 45Z 
guidance and final RVO’s would have a near-immediate impact on fuel production and domestic 
commodity demand.  
 
Our industry is ready to meet the challenge of producing affordable American energy, bolstering 
the country’s energy dominance, and revitalizing the agricultural economy. As you travel the 
country this year, we invite you to visit a biodiesel or renewable diesel facility and meet the 
American workers there. We hope you will see first-hand the impact of the pro-biofuel policies that 
we anticipate you are preparing to finalize. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kurt Kovarik 
Vice President, Federal Affairs 
Clean Fuels Alliance America 
 

 
2 USDA. “Secretary Rollins Supports EPA’s Record Setting Biofuels Blending Requirements,” June 13, 2025. 

https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2025/06/13/secretary-rollins-supports-epas-record-setting-biofuels-blending-requirements

